
 

 

Editorial 
 
This month’s 
edition focuses 
on driving 
airside and 
working airside 
in bad 
weather. 
 
Whilst we all hope 
that summer is 
around the corner, 
we have been 
experiencing lots of 
rain and strong 
winds, so please 
consider this 
whenever you 
drive, both airside 
and on your way to 
and from work. 
 
See also our article 
on page 2 about 
the effects of strong 
winds on an aircraft 
in China. 
 
Thank you for your 
efforts to ensure 
passengers, 
colleagues and 
ourselves are kept 
safe – safety 
matters at 
Heathrow. 
 
HAL Safety 
Practices Team 

Driving in wet weather: do you know 
the risks?  

In wet weather, stopping distances will be at least double those 
required for stopping on dry roads. Remember: 

 
� Keep well back from the 

vehicle in front. This will 
increase your ability to see 
and plan ahead or if the 
vehicle in front stops 
suddenly.  
 

� Note that the rain and spray 
from vehicles may make it 
difficult to see and be seen       
 

 

 

Tyres – Tarmac! 

Whenever you stop leave enough 
space so that you can clearly see 
the rear tyres of the car you’re 
following, plus a patch of road 
(‘tarmac’). That way you will have 
time to react if the vehicle in front 
has to stop suddenly. 

 

  
 
If you have any 
questions or would 
like more information, 
please contact: 
 
Emmeline Kingsford 
at 
airside_safety@baa.com 

 
Next issue: June 
2013. 
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Watch your speed 

Average speed cameras have 

now been validated in the Cargo 

Tunnel. Make sure you stick to 

30mph to avoid getting penalty 

points on your driving permit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Chock it & Lower it! 
 

On the 9th March at Tianjin Binhai International 

Airport, China, a Boeing 737-800 suffered damage 

after strong winds pushed it into a nearby airbridge. 
 

Winds measuring 55mph (88 kph) had pushed the aircraft, 

causing its nose to make contact with the airbridge, which 

took the aircraft out of service.  Luckily no crew or 

passengers were on board. 

 

Always chock aircraft as per your training, and if you 

are an airbridge operator, in inclement weather, once 

your flight has departed, fully retract and lower the 

bridge head to prevent this happening to you! 
 

 
 
 

     

  

 

Statistic Summary – March 2013 

Vehicle incidents 29 

Drivers given points for not wearing a seatbelt 7 

AONs issued 55 

Drivers given 3 points on their ADP 10 

Drivers given points for driving without due care 6 

Drivers given points for driving whilst on the phone 6 

Material in Safety PIN may be freely quoted for safety communications. Feedback or suggestions for future articles can be made to the 
editor: Emmeline Kingsford at airside_safety@baa.com 

We have over 22,000 licensed drivers airside who mostly drive with care and follow the ‘road 

rules’ – but here are the statistics for January that we need your help to reduce: 

Is your vehicle safe? 

Do you check your vehicle prior to using it? As the driver of the 

vehicle, it is your responsibility to check the condition of your 

vehicle before using it.  

In general, you should check for: 

Condition of vehicle – has it been involved in an accident that 

your company is unaware of? Do the brakes work properly? Are 

the lights working? 

Do you have enough fuel to complete your tasks? Are there any 

emergency lights showing on the dashboard?  

If you have any concerns, report them to your line manager and 

use another vehicle.  


