
Operational Safety Instruction                 
 
Date:  27

th
 February 2012       OSI/13/12 

 

Subject: LINK 35 – CONTINGENCY PARKING  
  FOR TOWED AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS 
 

It is the responsibility of all employers to ensure that relevant OSIs are 
brought to the attention of their staff.  However, individuals remain 
responsible for their own actions and those who are in any doubt should 
consult their Supervisor or Manager. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  In order to provide an additional aircraft parking area for Terminal 3 traffic at busy

 periods Link 35 will be used for contingency parking of aircraft. A protocol has been 

 established for the operation of towed aircraft only in this area which is detailed 

 below.  The adjacent Taxiways Echo and Foxtrot are unaffected by the closure. 

 

2.  ACTIVATION PROCEDURE 

 

2.1  In the event of Link 35 being required for contingency parking for towed aircraft

 movements, the HAL Stand Allocation Unit (SAU) will liaise with the ATC

 Supervisor for the closure of Link 35. 

 

2.2  The ATC Supervisor will confirm the closure of Link 35 to SAU and the Airside 

 Safety Department (ASD). 

 

2.3  ASD will cone/barrier Link 35 at the respective stop bars. 

 

2.4  SAU will then contact the relevant airline/handling agent to advise the parking area is

 available. ATC will advise the towing crew of the route appropriate. 

 

2.5  The Ground Handler will advise ASD when the towing aircraft is on route to Link 35  

and ASD will remove the cones/barriers when the aircraft arrives. 

 

2.6  ASD will reposition the cones/barriers as soon as the aircraft is in position. 

 

2.7 Link 35 will only provide the parking accommodation for one aircraft. 

 

2.8  Aircraft will use the single aircraft stop mark facing east ONLY. 

 

3.  DEACTIVATION PROCEDURE 

 

3.1  SAU will liaise with the relevant airline/handling agent to agree the aircraft’s

 departure time from the temporary parking area to a conventional parking stand. 

 

3.2  The Ground Handler will advise ASD in order to have the respective cones/barriers 

lifted and the aircraft released. 
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3.3  After the area has been cleared, and subject to a satisfactory inspection by ASD, the

 area will be handed back to ATC. 

 

4.  OPERATIONAL RESTRICTIONS 

 

4.1  The area is available for both day and night operations, and may also be operated in 

 low visibility. 

 

4.2  Access to parked aircraft will be via the uncontrolled crossing to Grass Area 20 and

 the forecourt of Building 1157 (ASD). 

 

4.3 Vehicles (and personnel) must remain within the ASD forecourt until permission has 

 been obtained from ASD to access Link 35 (confirming the area is closed and

 aircraft movements have ceased). 

 

4.4  Vehicles are prohibited from entering Link 35 and driving under aircraft wings to

 access the aircraft doors forward of the wing of aircraft facing east (towards pier 7). 

Vehicles wishing to do so must contact ASD in building 1157 and request a Leader to 

escort them around Grass Area 20 via Taxiway Foxtrot into Link 35. There is no 

requirement for a leader if access is required to the aircraft from the rear doors and this 

is the preferred option.  

 

4.5  There will be no maintenance (e.g. topping up engine oil) which may result in heavy

 contamination of the apron surface. Catering/cleaning activities are permitted and

 customs approved. 

 

5.  ENQUIRES 

 

5.1  Questions concerning this Instruction should be addressed to the HAL Duty Manager

 Airside. Telephone Number 020-8745 7373, Fax 020-8745-5689. 
 

Issued on behalf of the 

Airside Operations Director 


