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Context - Heathrow’s 
noise impact

The airport is located in the middle of long 
established densely populated areas. 
Heathrow only accounts for 25% of UK 
flights but causes 70% of all UK aviation 
noise impacts

Its flight paths already adversely impact 
an immense number of people

New flight paths and technologies could 
make this much worse. Its Airspace 
Modernisation proposals are therefore an 
incredibly important and sensitive issue 55dB Lden contour Airports Commission July 2013
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Community Concerns - the social and environmental impacts of PBN have not been assessed and 
are not understood. Community concerns include;.
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Health considerations

The DfT committed to the introducing PBN to the UK but has 
undertaken no research into the impact of highly 
concentrated PBN flight paths. 

Essential studies include;

• Impact of higher noise levels on those living under PBN 
concentrated routes (the metrics adopted in UK AM  do not 
address this issue)

• Impact on physical and in particular mental health (such 
as raised anxiety) caused by living under highly 
concentrated flight paths

• Atmospheric and particulate pollution impacting people 
living under or close to PBN routes

• Impacts on child development and well being

Lack of Crucial Knowledge
CAA/ERCD have relatively recently 
claimed that they have covered the 
effect of concentration by looking at 
arrivals using SoNA 2014 data from 
ILS arrivals paths
• This does not address or 

understand the impact of new 
curved PBN arrival routes

• This does not address or 
understand the impact of new PBN 
departure routes
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The social implications of Airspace Modernisation

• Vastly reduced quality of life for those living under or near 
concentrated PBN flight paths (see US NextGen experience)

• Perceived unfairness and inequality arising from policies and 
metrics leading to concentration. The primary UK metric Leq 
does not address this (see slides on CAP 2971)

• Creation of stigmatized and blighted neighborhoods – termed 
‘noise sewers’ by the former CAA CEO

• Reduced house prices and saleability in badly affected 
neighborhoods. This raises the question of compensation

• Residents of social housing will find it particularly difficult to 
move (having less agency over their housing options)

From Teddington Website
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Governance issues
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Case studies and lessons learnt – HR’s 2014 PBN trials

• Annoyance, evidenced by complaints, was 
generated at very low levels of noise (even below 
48dBLeq)

• It was found average noise metrics (Leq) could 
not be used to explain the extent or distribution 
of complaints

• Public engagement regarding the trials was very 
poor

• The trials were ended earlier than planned in the 
face of strong adverse public reaction

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

Let's not go there again!
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Communities across the US continue to suffer and call out for NextGen 
to be reversed

The FAA’s role and (mis)use of metrics has come 
under close political and community scrutiny

Noise thresholds used for policy decisions have been 
found to be far too high

The extreme public reaction across the US was not 
considered or anticipated by the FAA, which has 
been subject to intense criticism

These mistakes must not be repeated in the UK

NextGen And Community Response – NextGenRelief
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https://nextgenrelief.org/community-response/
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Fair and equitable distribution (FED) – and CAP 2971

Key findings include;

• Lack of public trust in the CAA and the decision-
making framework and processes in CAP1616

• General support for FED amongst public; 
sentiment strongly against use of highly 
concentrated flight paths

• Average dBLaeq metrics used for UK policy 
making are not appropriate – N> above 65 
preferred over specified time period

• Decisions based predominantly on webTAG are 
not soundly based as they do not reveal actual 
impacts

https://www.caa.co.uk/publication/download/21170
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Back up slides

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

PBN Community Concerns. Stephen Clark (Teddington Action Group). Noise and Airspace Community Forum 24/07/2024.

The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of Heathrow Airport Limited. Heathrow Airport Limited assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this document.



Classification: Public

Key presentations to Heathrow

• https://www.heathrow.com/content/dam/heathrow/web/common/documents/company/loc
al-community/noise/nacf/meeting-
notes/2022/HCNG_Issues_From_AM_Workshops_NACF_20221123.pdf

• https://www.heathrow.com/content/dam/heathrow/web/common/documents/company/loc
al-community/noise/heathrow-community-noise-forum/forum-meeting-
notes/2021/TAG_Airspace_Modernisation_HCNF_20211020.pdf
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