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Current and Next Regime 2025 - 2030

Heathrow Night Flight Regime
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October Regime Proposed Changes Unchanged

2017 - 2022 5yrs Previous Regime

2022 - 2025 3yrs
Current Regime 
(initial 2yrs extended
to 3yrs)

QC4 (e.g. 747-400)
Night Quota Period ban 
on scheduled extended 
to unscheduled

Night Quota Period

• Flights

• Quota Count
• Unscheduled flights

• Time-shift from night to day

2025 - 2030 5yrs
DfT Proposals & 
Consultation 2024

? ?

The DfT decided in July 2021 not to adopt any proposals for the 2022/25 Regime that had been made by communities and others in response 

to 2 consultations in 2021 on the grounds that the industry needed to recover from Covid and more evidence was needed on night flight 

health impact costs and economic benefits. Communities found this deferral and then a 1 yr extension deeply disappointing.

Current and Next Regime 2025 - 2030
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Metrics

Noise Contour

Population

Longitudinal Noise 2006-2023

Heathrow Noise Context
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Metrics
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Noise Contour

• The outer contour 

is the 45dB LOAEL

• 40dB WHO Guidance

would be much bigger

• N60 8-hour 

would be much bigger
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Population

• 40dbA WHO contour 

is estimated to impact 

2.5 million people
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Noise Objective

Noise Objective - Concerns

Dispensation

Outstanding Actions and Evidence

UK Noise Policy, Guidance 

and Evidence
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Noise Objective

UK Noise Policy, Guidance and Evidence - NOISE OBJECTIVE 
(DfT Night-time noise abatement consultation May 2023)

• 2022 - 2025 Noise Objective.

– “Limit or reduce the number of people significantly affected by aircraft noise at 

night, including through encouraging the use of quieter aircraft, while maintaining 

the existing benefits of night flights.”

• 2025 - 2030 DfT Proposed Noise Objective.

– “Whilst supporting sustainable growth and recognising the importance to the UK of 

maintaining freight connectivity, to limit and where possible reduce, the adverse 

effects of aviation noise at night on health and quality of life.”
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Noise Objective - Concerns

Communities are very concerned by the current and proposed noise objectives:

1.  “Sustainable Growth” supports more night flights and increased noise impact.

2.  Words “Limited” and “Where possible reduce” do not prevent increased noise 

and do not seek to reduce noise.

3.  “The Polluter pays” principle is ignored and communities pay through the cost 

of noise impact for airlines to invest in less noisy aircraft but it should be the 

travelling public that pays. Night flight ticket prices and the APD exemption for 

International-to-International transfer passengers fails to pay for the pollution.

4.  There is no target to reduce night flight noise over time.
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Summary - Number of flights per night 2018
Arrival Times (Stand) & Airlines Summer 2018/19
Arrival Times (Stand) & Airlines Winter 2018/19

Departure Times from Originating Airports

Heathrow Night Flights
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Arrival Times (Stand) & Airlines Summer 2018/19

Route Airline

BA CX VS OF MH SQ UA WY BI

Hong Kong
04:50 05:40 05:30

05:30

Los Angeles 05:25

Singapore 05:05 05:55

05:50

Riyadh 05:35

Johannesburg 05:30

Kuala Lumpur 05:25 05:55

Chicago 05:55

Dubai 05:551 05:551

Perth 05:05

Superscript numbersn 
indicate Flights per week - 
all others are 7 days 
per week

Some flights 
from Australia fly 
via Hong Kong or 
Singapore

Summer only destinations 
are marked in orange

Source: SDR 5 page 45 Figure 7
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Departure Times from Originating Airports

Originating Airport
Local Arrival Time

minus Local Departure Time
(Hours)

Hong Kong 5.7

Singapore 6.6

Kuala Lumpur 6.3

Johannesburg 10.2

Nairobi 6.6

Lagos 6.8

Riyadh 5.0

Chicago 14.1

Boston 11.5

Accra 7.7
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Number of Flights, Quota Points, Noisy Aircraft
Aircraft Types

Frequency of Flights 2018: 2300-2330, 2330-0430, 0430-0600, 0600-0700
Dispensations 2330-0600
Night Period 2300-0700

Heathrow Night Flying Restrictions
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Heathrow 2019 Annual Average 24-hr Movements by Noise Class Source ERCD 2001 (note rounding). 
Aircraft type examples

Noise Class Aircraft Description ATMs

A,B,C 24.3 1.9%

C3 3rd generation narrow-body Airbus A319 Boeing 737-800 658.1 50.1%

C4 4th generation narrow body Airbus A320neo Boeing 737 MAX 8 122.7 9.3%

D3 3rd generation wide body twins Airbus A330 Boeing 777-200 254.7 19.4%

D4 4th generation wide body twins Airbus A350 Boeing 787-9 143.0 11.1%

E3 3rd generation wide body 4-engine Boeing 747-400 62.1 4.7%

E4 4th generation wide body 4-engine Airbus A380 45.1 3.4%

Total 1,313 100%
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Heathrow Frequency of Night Flights
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Frequency of 
Flights 2018: 
23:00-23:30

Flights/Night Average 
is 8.0
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Frequency of 
Flights 2018: 
23:30-04:30

Flights/Night Average 
is 2.3
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Frequency of 
Flights 2018: 
04:30-06:00

Flights/Night Average 
is 14.7
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Frequency of 
Flights 2018: 
06:00-07:00

Flights/Night Average 
is 55.7
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Dispensation
Flights 2018: 
23:30-06:00

Flights/Night Average 
is 1.8
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Flights during 
Night Period 2018: 

23:00-07:00

Flights/Night Average 
is 80.8
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Night Flight Runway Alternation

Respite
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No Reason for Night Flights

Time-Shift Consultation

Time-Shift by Airport

Other points

Heathrow Timeshift from Night to Day
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Recommendations
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Recommendations - 1

1. Update Noise Objective

2. Place WHO Guidance Targets on statute

3. Introduce night noise metrics for 45 dBA 8hr LOEL, 

40 dBA 8hr night WHO, N 60 8hr

4. Update evidence on health impacts of night flights

5. Assess costs and benefits of night flights

6. Update webTag evaluation tool
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Recommendations - 2

7. Ban QC2 aircraft (scheduled and operational) 23:00-7:00

8. Update Dispensation Guidance to eliminate most dispensations and treat as 

unscheduled flights applying unscheduled charges & include remaining 

dispensations in Night Quota

9. Plan for bringing unscheduled late runners forward to evening

10.Plan for deferring unscheduled early morning flights to day

11.Time-shift all scheduled Night Flights 23:00 to 7:00 to Day. 

– Introduce in stages during next regime 2005-2030.
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Richmond Heathrow Campaign

QUESTIONS?
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